
JOB AID: CARE ALGORITHM

The algorithm below illustrates the typical process and care considerations when sexual violence and  
exploitation is suspected.

Child reports or is brought to clinic with one of the following: 
•  a complaint/report of sexual abuse
•  a caregiver concerned about sexual abuse
•  the clinic provider is concerned/suspicious about sexual abuse.

For All Patients:
•  Psychosocial counseling
•  Immediate counseling if suicidal/homicidal ideation
•  SAFE house placement
•  Community resources linkage
•  Follow-up for medical care/treatment as needed

Obtain history from child
and/or caretaker

Pre-pubertal

<72 hours since
last known contact

Consent
Physical assessment
Injury/disease 
treatment
Forensic evidence 
collection
Documentation
Consider testing 
for STI
Offer HIVnPEP 
when appropriate
Report as per 
country/local policy

Consent
Physical assessment
Injury/disease 
treatment
Documentation
Consider testing 
for STI
Consider HIV testing 
as appropriate
Report as per 
country/local policy

>72 hours since
last known contact

atients:

Pubertal

<168 hours since
last known contact

>168 hours since
last known contact

Consent
Physical assessment
Injury/disease 
treatment
Forensic evidence 
collection
Documentation
Offer prophylaxis 
for STI
Offer HIVnPEP 
when appropriate 
(within 72 hours)
Offer emergency 
contraception (EC) 
when appropriate, 
based on national laws 
and protocols, where 
applicable and legal
Report as per 
country/local policy

Consent
Physical assessment
Injury/disease 
treatment
Documentation
Consider testing 
for STI
Consider HIV 
testing as appropriate
Offer pregnancy 
testing and education
Report as per 
country/local policy
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This job aid is an excerpt from the publication entitled, The Clinical Management of  
Children and Adolescents Who Have Experienced Sexual Violence:  

Technical Considerations for PEPFAR Programs, and can be accessed at:  
http://www.aidstar-one.com/focus_areas/gender/resources/reports/prc_technical_considerations.
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